STATE OF INDIANA)
                             SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Council President Larry Moss called the regular meeting of the Clay County Council to order on Monday, April 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.  Council members present were Larry Moss, Jason Thomas, John Nicoson, Dave Amerman, Pat Heffner, and Jason Britton. Jackie Mitchell was absent. Auditor Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings, to wit:
Jason Thomas led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the opening prayer by Larry Moss.
A motion to approve the March 1, 2021, regular meeting minutes, was made by Dave Amerman and seconded by Jason Britton.  Motion carried 6-0. 
IN THE MATTER OF ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

Larry Moss read the following:


COUNTY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore:

Sec.1.
Be It Ordained by the County Council of Clay County, Indiana, that for the expenses of the taxing unit the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the funds names and for the purposes specified, subject to the laws governing the same:

  
   Aye
    Nay

COUNTY GENERAL                      Requested


Capital Outlays

$ 152,000.00
approved $75,000.00

    6
       


MISDEMEANANT FUND



Capital Outlay

$ 17,696.00
approved $0.00


     0
       


 Presented to the Clay County Council, read in full and adopted this 5th day of April, 2021. 
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Members of the Clay County Council 

ATTEST: 

Jennifer M Flater /s/



    Jennifer Flater, Clay County Auditor   

Paul Harden explained the request for $152,000.00 ($75,000.00 Jail and $77,000.00 Sheriff) from County General is to purchase a new jail van and partial payment on 2 new deputy vehicles. The $17,696.00 from Misdemeanant Fund is to cover the remaining cost of the 2 deputy vehicles. There was much discussion on the best way to proceed. The Sheriff stated the jail vans are in very high demand and hard to find and currently John Jones in Salem Indiana has one van left and if the request is approved Clay County will purchase it. Motion to approve the $75,000.00 for purchase of a new jail van was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Dave Amerman. Motion carried 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF BULLET PROOF VEST PARTNERSHIP GRANT 

Rob Gambill, EMA Director, presented a Bullet Proof Vest Partnership Grant to the Commissioners. This is a 50/50 county match. The dollar amount is yet to be determined as the sheriff deputies and Community Correction employees may request different vests. On average a vest will last 5 years and cost approximately $1,250.00 each. Rob has verified the department has money budgeted to purchase vests in 2021.

Motion to approve the Bullet Proof Vest Partnership Grant as presented was made by Jason Britton and seconded by Jason Thomas. Motion carried 6-0.

 IN THE MATTER OF PPG TAX ABATEMENTS

Lou Britton presented Resolution 5-2021 Clay County Council of Clay County, Indiana as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose of a Personal Property Tax Abatement for PPG Industries, Inc. and Resolution 6-2021 Clay County Council of Clay County, Indiana Designating an Area Within Clay County as an Economic Revitalization Area for the Purpose of a Real Property Tax Abatement for PPG Industries, Inc. PPG is anticipating hiring 19 new employees with this expansion with an equipment purchase of $3,600,000.00 and real property improvements of $10,466,512.00.
Motion to approve Resolution 5-2021 and 6-2021 as presented was made by Pat Heffner and seconded by John Nicoson. Motion carried 6-0.

 IN THE MATTER OF VAN BUREN FIRE DISTRICT

Tim Williams, President of Van Buren Fire District Board, requested clarification on the Board’s role and if the Council needed to approve full time employees at the fire department. Currently there is no contract as there was not a complete fire board. Tim stated they are working with an attorney to have a contract drawn up and completed as soon as possible. Jason Britton requested to see the completed contract. 
Motion to approve Van Buren Fire District to have full time employees as needed at the board’s discretion was made by Jason Thomas and seconded by Jason Britton. Motion carried 6-0.

IN THE MATTER OF SHERIFF PENSION PLAN

Stan Brown, with McCreedy and Keene, discussed changing the current Sheriff Retirement plan to a 25 years and out plan. This would allow any deputy that has worked for 25 years the ability to draw their retirement at any age instead of the current requirement of age 55. This would require a 3.5% increase (approximately $31,000.00 per year) to the current annual contribution. The next step would be for the Merit Board to approve the change and sign a modification to the plan. Then the Council would need to determine when this would take effect example January 1, 2022 or earlier. If earlier then there would need to be additional funds for the 2021 contribution.
IN THE MATTER OF NEW HIRE TRANSFERS

Paul Harden discussed the possibility of offering longevity pay and vacation time when hiring a sheriff deputy that already has academy training. This would be a benefit to help entice trained employees to work in our county. There was much discussion on how this would work. The Council will take under advisement and the personal committee would need to be involved as this would require a change to the personal handbook.   
IN THE MATTER OF ANNUAL APRIL 15TH TIF REPORT

Jennifer Flater presented the Annual April 15th TIF Report to the Commissioners and informed them it was submitted on March 26, 2021. The Council acknowledged they received the report. 

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER COUNTY BUSINESS

There was no other county business.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Dave Amerman made a motion to adjourn seconded by Jason Thomas. Motion carried 6-0.

Members of the Clay County Council
Attest:

Clay County Auditor

